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The German Heritage of Southern lllinois and Missouri

By Don Heinrich Tolzmann

Introduction

St. Louis is the ideal location to talk about
the German heritage of southern lllinois and
Missouri. This city is unique not only in the
region, but in the entire country, as it formed
one of the corners in the famed “German
Triangle” along with the cities of Cincinnati and
Milwaukee. Together they became the three
major urban centers of German immigration,
settlement and heritage in the United States.

There are many towns, cities and regions
known for their German heritage, but the
German Triangle cities are unique in the annals
of German-American history. The mere name
St. Louis brings to mind such varied names and
institutions as Carl Schurz, the Missouri Synod
and Anheuser-Busch, each of them symbolizing
their own unique German inluence on the area,
politically, religiously, socially and economically.

Much of my work has revolved around
German immigration, settlement and inluences
in the Ohio River Valley, focusing especially
on Cincinnati, one of the three German
Triangle cities, but my interest is de"nitely not
con"ned to the Ohio Valley region, but extends
throughout the German Triangle and beyond.
1)

Some time ago, | decided to extend my
gaze northwards from Cincinnati to another
corner city of the German Triangle, Milwaukee,
and bring out a work on the German heritage of
Wisconsin. (2) My work on the Upper Midwest,
however, has not concentrated on Wisconsin,
but rather Minnesota. Here my central focus
has been on the city of New Ulm, founded
by German Turners from Cincinnati in the
1850s.(3)

It was only a natural progression for me
to eventually look westwards from Cincinnati
to another corner of the German Triangle. In
dealing with the two German Triangle cities
my interest has been not only in the cities
as destinations for German immigration, but
also as distribution centers for the regions
surrounding them.

The next step, of course, was to take a look
at the region centered on the city of St. Louis,
the third city in the Triangle. In the following
survey | would like to, "rst, discuss the works
I have published that relect my interest in
the German heritage of Southern lllinois and
Missouri and show how they complement and
supplement one another, and, second, then
proceed on this basis to bring the German
heritage landscape of the region into focus, so
as to sketch its general countours.

Southern lllinois and Missouri

My work in the area began with editing a
work focusing on St. Louis. This was Ernst
Kargau’s St. Louis in friheren Jahren: Ein
Gedenkbuch fur das deutsche Element, which
had been translated from German in the 1940s
by William Bek, but had never been published.
| decided to edit it for publication, as it too
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Carl Schurz (1829-1906), a 48er, served as U.S.
Senator from Missouri.
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illuminates the St. Louis Germans at the time
the German edition was originally published
in 1893. It appeared as The German Element
in St. Louis and it provides an in-depth portrait
of the German St. Louis by Kargau, who had
edited German newspapers in Hermann and
St. Louis and had compiled a work that is rich
in detail, providing almost a street by street
coverage of the city of St. Louis, focusing in
particular on all things German.(4) With more
than 3,500 names in its index, it now takes on
not only historical, but genealogical value as
well. Altogether this is a basic reference source
on the St. Louis Germans and could even be
described as a St. Louis German city directory.
Having completed work on bringing out
an edition of Kargau’s work on St. Louis, |
decided to explore the surrounding region and
this resulted in my editing two related volumes:
lllinois’ German Heritage andMissouri’s German
Heritage.(5)Both can be viewed as companion
pieces, as they not only complement and
supplement one another, but also provide a
historical framework to Kargau’s work on St.
Louis with a history of the German element in
the region, thus providing for a trilogy on the
region.
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Gustav Koerner (1809-96), a 30er, served as
Lt.-Governor of lllinois and was a con"dant of
Lincoln.

These lllinois and Missouri volumes include
translations of chapters on lllinois and Missouri
from a 19" century German-American history
by Gustav Koerner, a resident of the area
about whom more will be said later on. His
work was entitled: Das deutsche Element in
den Vereinigten Staaten, or in translation: The
German Element in the United States.(6)

Koerner’s history provides a state by state
history of the German element in the UNITED
STATES, focusing on the time period up to
1848, but often going well beyond that date
up to the time of the publication of his work.
These are not general overviews, but rather
in-depth explorations of the German element
of both states with emphasis on biographical
detail, written by someone who often knew who
and what he was talking about "rsthand. This
is especially true in the case of his chapters
on lllinois and Missouri, as he was a resident
of the area. These two volumes on lllinois and
Missouri also feature a selection of articles
on individuals who played an important role
in the history of the German element in both
states. For both volumes | have completed a
"nal concluding chapter in which | trace, outline
and discuss the history of the German element
of both states from the mid-19" century to the
present time.(7)

Originally, | had not planned on doing a
volume on Missouri, but it became readily
apparent while | was working on the lllinois
volume that | had to follow up with a work on
Missouri, as the interrelatedness of the two
was so obvious. A good example of this was
that when a branch of the National German-
American Alliance was formed before World
War |, it was called the German-American
Alliance of Southern lllinois and Missouri.
Another item that struck me with regard to
lllinois was how little research had been done
on the German element of that state. For
example, in a bibliography of lllinois history
consisting of approximately "ve thousand items,
| found a total of less than "fty items that dealt
with the Illinois Germans, although those of
German descent number one-third of the state’s
population today, making it the largest single
ethnic element.(8) Hopefully, these two volumes
will provide a basic point of departure for further
research and study of the German element of
both states.

My more recent work on the region has
focused on Missouri and can be found in a
volume of mine entitled German-Americana:
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